
Date: Monday, 09th March 2020
Our Ref: MB/SS FOI 4281

Sid Watkins Building
Lower Lane
Fazakerley

Liverpool L9 7BB
Tel: 01515253611
Fax: 01515295500

Direct Line: 01515563038
Re: Freedom of Information Request FOI 4281
We are writing in response to your request submitted under the Freedom of Information Act, received in this office on
05th March 2020.
Your request was as follows:

Please could you kindly send me any information you may hold relating persons who have died with no known next of
kin* (*defined as blood relatives, this would include patients who have listed next of kin but where such persons are
friends or non-blood relatives) since 1/2/20 to the day of your reply, or as close as possible to this date. Please include:

 1. full names of deceased persons,

 2. dates of death,

 3. marital status,

 4. maiden surnames of married or widowed females,

 5. dates of birth or ages at death,

 6. last known addresses,

 7. estimated value of estates, if known.

I confirm that The Walton Centre NHS Foundation Trust holds some of the information you have requested such as full
names, date of death, marital status, maiden surnames of married of widowed females, date of birth or ages at death
and last known address. We do not hold information on the estimated values of estates. However, I am unable to
provide you with that information as I consider that the following exemptions apply to it:

Section 31(1a) - The prevention or detection of crime
This information is exempt from disclosure under Section 31(1a) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FoIA). We
cannot provide personal information requested as your query on the grounds that the withheld information could be used
to facilitate criminal acts such as identity fraud, theft of physical assets from a deceased's estate and criminal trespass. It
points out that the requested information directly identifies deceased individuals in circumstances which could suggest
that they did not leave relatives and did not leave a will. Consequently The Walton Centre NHS Foundation Trust asserts
that disclosure of the requested information could make the assets and identity of those deceased persons vulnerable.

Section 21 - Information already reasonably accessible to you 
This information is exempt from disclosure under Section 21 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FoIA), as it is
already reasonably accessible to you. 
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T h e i nf or m ati o n y o u h a v e r e q u e st e d i s a v ail a bl e vi a t h e f oll o wi n g li n k: B o n a V a c a nti a:

htt p s:// w w w. b o n a v a c a nti ali st. c o. u k/ ? g cli d = E AI aI Q o b C h MI u v H Qi O G F 6 AI V S 7 Tt C h 3 G M w J q E A A Y A S A A E g K m d _ D _ B w E 

S e cti o n 4 1( 1)( a)( b)- I nf or m ati o n pr o vi d e d i n c o nfi d e n c e

T hi s i nf or m ati o n w a s pr o vi d e d t o t h e Tr u st w hil st t h e p ati e nt w a s ali v e a n d h a d a n e x p e ct ati o n of c o nfi d e nti alit y;

t h er ef or e t h e T h e W alt o n C e ntr e N H S F o u n d ati o n Tr u st r et ai n s t h e d ut y of c o nfi d e nti alit y aft er d e at h.

T hi s r e s p o n s e t h er ef or e a ct s a s a r ef u s al n oti c e u n d er s e cti o n 1 7 of t h e F oI A.

P u bli c I nt er e st T e st

T o u s e t hi s e x c e pti o n w e ar e r e q uir e d t o u n d ert a k e a p u bli c i nt er e st t e st. T h e m att er s w hi c h w er e c o n si d er e d i n a p pl yi n g

t h e p u bli c i nt er e st t e st ar e a s f oll o w s: 

F a ct or s i n f a v o ur of di s cl o s ur e: 

•	 Di s cl o s ur e of t h e d at a c o ul d p ot e nti all y r ai s e a w ar e n e s s of t h e g e n er al i s s u e, a s w ell a s s p e cifi c c a s e s, i n cr e a si n g

t h e n u m b er of c a s e s w h er e g e n ui n e b e n efi ci ari e s c a n b e i d e ntifi e d.

•	 Di s cl o s ur e of t h e d at a s u p p ort s t h e g e n er al p u bli c i nt er e st i n t h e tr a n s p ar e n c y, a c c o u nt a bilit y a n d g e n er al

u n d er st a n di n g of t h e d eli v er y of p u bli c s er vi c e s.

F a ct or s i n f a v o ur of wit h h ol di n g: 

•	 T h e W alt o n C e ntr e N H S F o u n d ati o n Tr u st d o e s n ot r e c o g ni s e a n y s p e cifi c p u bli c i nt er e st i n t h e di s cl o s ur e of t h e

d at e of birt h a n d m ai d e n n a m e of d e c e a s e d i n di vi d u al s wit h n o k n o w n n e xt of ki n.

•	 Di s cl o s ur e of t h e e x e m pt e d d at a will m a k e it e a si er f or t h e p er p etr ati o n of cri mi n al a cti viti e s a g ai n st t h e g e n er al

p u bli c i nt er e st i n a cri m e fr e e s o ci et y, a s w ell a s t h e p u bli c c o n c er n r e g ar di n g t h e effi ci e nt u s e of p oli c e r e s o ur c e s.

S p e cifi c all y, t h e t h eft of t h e i d e ntit y of a n i n di vi d u al t hr o u g h u s e of t h e di s cl o s e d d at a all o w s t h o s e i nt e nt o n cri mi n al

a cti vit y t h e fr e e d o m t o m o v e ar o u n d t h e c o u ntr y a n d i n sti g at e n u m er o u s cri mi n al a ct s. T h e r e s o ur c e s t o r e s ol v e a n y

cri mi n al a cti vit y a n d tr a c k d o w n t h e p er p etr at or will eit h er n e e d t o b e di v ert e d a w a y fr o m ot h er p oli c e a cti vit y, or will

i n cr e a s e t h e o v er all c o st t o t h e p u bli c p ur s e.

Pl e a s e s e e o ur r e s p o n s e a b o v e i n bl u e.

R e- U s e of P u bli c S e ct or I nf or m ati o n

All i nf or m ati o n s u p pli e d b y t h e Tr u st i n a n s w eri n g a r e q u e st f or i nf or m ati o n ( R FI) u n d er t h e Fr e e d o m of
I nf or m ati o n A ct 2 0 0 0 will b e s u bj e ct t o t h e t er m s of t h e R e- u s e of P u bli c S e ct or I nf or m ati o n R e g ul ati o n s 2 0 0 5,
St at ut or y I n str u m e nt 2 0 0 5 N o. 1 5 1 5 w hi c h c a m e i nt o eff e ct o n 1 st J ul y 2 0 0 5.

U n d er t h e t er m s of t h e R e g ul ati o n s, t h e Tr u st will li c e n c e t h e r e- u s e of a n y or all i nf or m ati o n s u p pli e d if b ei n g
u s e d i n a f or m a n d f or t h e p ur p o s e ot h er t h a n w hi c h it w a s ori gi n all y s u p pli e d.  T hi s li c e n s e f or r e- u s e will b e i n
li n e wit h t h e r e q uir e m e nt s of t h e R e g ul ati o n s a n d t h e li c e n si n g t er m s a n d f e e s a s l ai d d o w n b y t h e Offi c e of P u bli c
S e ct or I nf or m ati o n ( O P SI).  M o st li c e n s e s will b e fr e e; h o w e v er t h e Tr u st r e s er v e s t h e ri g ht, i n c ert ai n
cir c u m st a n c e s, t o c h ar g e a f e e f or t h e r e- u s e of s o m e i nf or m ati o n w hi c h it d e e m s t o b e of c o m m er ci al v al u e.

A S M O K E F R E E SI T E w w w.t h e w alt o n c e ntr e. n h s. u k



Further information can be found at www.opsi.gov.uk where a sample license terms and fees can be found with
guidance on copyright and publishing notes and a Guide to Best Practice and regulated advice and case studies, at
www.opsi.gov.uk/advice/psi-regulations/index.htm 

If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, you have the right to ask for an internal review. Internal
review requests should be submitted within two months of the date of receipt of the response to your original letter
and should be addressed to the Freedom of Information Office at the address above. 

Please remember to quote the reference number, FOI 4281 in any future communications.

If you are not content with the outcome of the internal review, you have the right to apply directly to the
Information Commissioner for a decision. The Information Commissioner can be contacted at: Information
Commissioners Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 5AF.

Yours sincerely
Mike Burns
Mr. Mike Burns, Executive Lead for Freedom of Information
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